SIR  WILLIAM  PETTY   AND   POLITICAL  ARITHMETIC     7!

world of natural science is made memorable by the comet which
bears his name. The presence of Graunt and of Petty, author of
the Politicall Arithmitick, demand an explanation. Especially is this
true of Petty. Petty is sometimes claimed as an economist. The
association of economics with science jars harshly on the modern
ear.

The issue of tjhe Lansdowne Collection of unpublished frag-
ments (1927) has thrown new light on the intellectual outlook
of Petty. "By turns cabin boy, hawker of sham jewellery, seaman,
inventor, physician, Fellow and Vice-Principal of Brasenose,
Professor of Anatomy at Oxford, and of Music at Gresham
College, Surveyor, Member of Parliament, landed proprietor,
philosopher, statistician and political economist," the author of
the Politicall Arithmitick was in short a man of affairs. What is less
known about him is that some of the earliest meetings, perhaps
the first, of the "Invisible College" met in Petty's rooms at
Oxford.1 Besides Boyle and Petty, the group so called included
Christopher Wren, Bishop Wilkins, Seth Ward the astronomer,
and later Hooke. It was die parent body of the Royal Society,
and Petty justly ranks with "the father of chemistry and the cousin
of the Earl of Cork" as one of its co-founders.

Two circumstances conspired to^encourage fruitful collabora-
tion between men who, like Graunt and Petty, were pioneers of
realistic social enquiry with men who, like Hooke and Newton,
made Britain supreme in the domain of natural science. In the
Century of Inventions2 leaders of theoretical science were in close
touch with inventors, sea captains, surveyors, and architects. They
were acutely interested in the material forces propitious to the

1  It would appear that the earliest meetings were in Petty's rather than in
Boyle's rooms. In the introduction to their new edition of the Hooke Diaries,
Robinson and Adams state: "They held a weekly meeting 'first at Dr. Petty's
(in an apothecaries house) because of the convenience of inspecting drugs, and
die like, as there was occasion; and after his removal to Ireland (though not so
constantly), at the lodgings of Dr. Wilkins . . . and after his removal to Trinity
College, Cambridge, at die lodgings of the Honourable Mr. Robert Boyle.*"

2  Deliberate metalepsis. The Marquis of Worcester's title refers to the actual
number listed.